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Stonehouse 
Photography Group 
The Stonehouse Photography Group was founded at APT in 2017. 
The original aim of the group was to create a photographic project to 
capture all aspects of Stonehouse during a one year period. The 
project was name “Stonehouse in Pictures 2017”. In 2019 the group 
has a number of projects lined up. The projects are as follows;

STONEHOUSE - IT’S WILDLIFE AND NATURE

The aim of this project is to create a photographic survey of the 
natural world within the Stonehouse boundary. This would be open 
to anyone in Stonehouse who would like to photograph the nature 
in their own garden, such as birds, butterflies, badgers, foxes, 
squirrels, insects, fungi and wildflowers. In fact any aspect of the 
natural world. It would also involve photographing the areas around 
Stonehouse such as Doverow Hill ,the Stroudwater Navigation, the 
Newt Ponds and anywhere else where nature appears.

STONEHOUSE - COMMUNITY GROUPS

The aim of the Community Group Project is to photograph all 
of the community groups that exist within the town. This would 
create a record, for posterity of the people involved with each 
group and what groups there were in the town in 2019. The co-
operation of everyone involved in a community group will be vital 
in ensuring that this project is not only interesting and fun but 
also successful. There will also be the possibility of recording the 
project in a book. If anyone is interested in contributing photos 
to “Stonehouse, It’s wildlife and nature” or would like their 
group photographed for “Stonehouse Community Groups”, or 
would like to join the Stonehouse Photography Group, please 
contact, Rick Jordan at r.jordan293@btinternet.com or by 
phone on 01453 822936 (evenings only). 

Mayor’s Column 
Welcome to the February edition of 
Stonehouse News and we hope that you 
will like the new feel to the newsletter.  You 
will see that the focus is very much on what 
is coming up as we felt that, previously, 
residents were reading about ‘old’ news and 
were sometimes not finding out about events 
and activities until after they’d happened. 

So, with Spring on the horizon, we thought this was a good time to 
look forward and to promote the great things that are going on in 
Stonehouse. It will still feature major community events, such as 
the Goodwill Fest (see page opposite for a report and photos) but 
we would like the newsletter to be the ‘go to’ place for information 
about what is happening in our town.

You will also find updates on projects that affect residents, 
visitors and businesses – the district’s local housing plan, canal 
regeneration, parking consultation and the Library relocation (see 
page 14).  We also have received great news that funding has been 
secured to revamp the Oldend Lane play park equipment (see page 
15 for details).

We have a new Communications Officer, Jayne Bailey - part of 
whose role is to promote what is going on in Stonehouse.  She will 
be introducing herself to businesses and community groups over 
the next few months so please let her know if you have any news 
that we can share. She will also be part of the Events Planning 
Group here so will be involved in Stonehouse in Bloom, Goodwill 
Fest and the promotion of businesses in the town.
If there are any community groups that have not previously 
submitted news articles, we would love to hear from you! Please 
email Jayne at comms@stonehousetowncouncil.com

I would like to pay tribute to one of our longest serving councillors 
who recently stepped down. Gary Powell has given years of his time 
and energy to Stonehouse and we have been extremely lucky to have 
had such an enthusiastic and committed colleague. Gary always 
treated everyone equally and respectfully and did his very best for 
the town. He will continue to represent Stonehouse on the District 
Council and remains an important member of the Stonehouse in 
Bloom group. We will miss him greatly, thank him for his outstanding 
contribution to town life and wish him well.
A by-election has taken place to replace Gary on the Town Council and 
we welcome John Parker as a new Councillor for Stonehouse.

We have a terrific community spirit in Stonehouse and I hope that 
you will join the Town Council in continuing to support local traders. 
We recently hosted a Business Networking Event and we are in the 
lucky position where several new traders have opened in the last 12 
months including Dream Doors, Daniels TV, Redkite solicitors and 
Mercy in Action. We also welcome the re-opening of The Woolpack 
and would like to wish Len and Jess good luck for the future.
I hope that you will enjoy reading this issue and, as always, we 
welcome constructive feedback about articles and suggestions for 
features in future editions.

Regards,

Cllr Theresa Watt
(Mayor of Stonehouse)

Plenty of festive ‘Goodwill’ in Stonehouse

It’s another bumper issue as Stonehouse starts 2019!
The town is geared up to be as busy as ever and we are 
only in February. There’s lots going on in the Town Hall, 
our community groups have new activities, competitions 
and there are plenty of plans afoot, so take some time out 
to read what’s going on in your town.
Would you prefer to receive Stonehouse News via email?
We are gauging interest in sending out future issues of 
the newsletter via email. This would not only cut down on 
production costs but would be kinder to the environment.  
So, if you are interested in receiving future editions of the 
newsletter electronically – please email your name and
full address to comms@stonehousetowncouncil.com  

After months of planning, meetings and yet more 
planning, Stonehouse Goodwill Fest 2018 got off to a 
damp start. But by lunchtime the skies had cleared, the 
stalls were set up and local residents and visitors were 
able to enjoy the festivities.

The event, which took place on Saturday 1st December 
had lots of stalls selling a wide variety of products; children 
and adults alike were transfixed by the live reindeer; the 
school choirs sang beautifully and Father Christmas was 
his usual jolly self. There was lots of other entertainment 
including the fun fair, Christmas light switch on - and the 
lantern procession was spectacular. Town Mayor, Theresa 
Watt, said: “It was so good to see the High Street filled 
with lots of local people and visitors, enjoying the stalls and 
entertainment. The town was filled with a real buzz and the 
lantern procession was absolutely magical.”

As with all of these things, it takes a bunch of willing 
volunteers to put in the time and effort to bring everything 
together to make a day to remember. If you enjoyed last 
year’s event and want to see it continue, the organising 
committee would be very happy to hear from you. Many 
hands make light work and, you never know, this year’s 
event could be even bigger and better than the last!

Harry was a cut above the rest 
A Winter Wonderland Window competition was held with 22 
local traders taking part. They decorated their shop fronts and 
the public were invited to vote for their favourite. Harry Daniels 
Hair Salon gained the most votes and he was presented with a 
certificate and bottle of champagne by Cllr Watt.

She continued: “All of the local shops worked really hard and 
created some beautiful window displays but Harry’s looked like a 
scene from Narnia. I was delighted to present him with his prize 
and he was thrilled to have won. I’d like to thank all of the traders 
who took part and hope that more will join in next year.”
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Improvements are continuing along the Stroudwater Canal, 
Stroud has several areas of public use along the route, but what 
of Stonehouse? There are no plans in place for Stonehouse to 
have any canalside facilities.

The Neighbourhood Plan (Page 69) for Stonehouse states...
“The proposed restoration of the Stroudwater canal to meet the 
Gloucester Sharpness canal at Saul junction presents significant 
opportunities for Stonehouse, both recreationally and economically. 
But those opportunities will only be fully realised if canal side 
facilities can be provided at a suitable site near the town centre.”

In answer to this, there is a recently formed Community Group 
“ShIPS” (Ship In Project Stonehouse). ShIPS is a group of 
Community members that want to make the Ship Inn Site 
Stonehouse’s focal point to connect with, and benefit from the 
canal’s future.

The Ship Inn Site has been many things to many people over the 
years. It has been a site of a toll house, railway line, allotments 
and more recently a public house that was demolished for the 
A419 Improvements, which, along with the closing of Regent 
Street to incoming traffic, worked as a bypass for Stonehouse 
town centre, with all the benefits and detriments that brings. The 
canal improvements will bring tourism to the area in the form of 
boaters, walkers, cyclists and cars. It is estimated that when the 
canal is eventually opened through to Saul Junction, it will take an 
estimated two days to travel the length through to the other side 
of Stroud. This makes Stonehouse a prime stopping point on the 
route, but only if every effort is made to put in facilities to make 
Stonehouse an attractive destination.  

Community consultation
Over the coming months, ShIPS intends to work with the district 
and town councils and stonehouse community to formulate a plan 
for the future of the site in a way that enhances the profile of the 
town, joining communities with the canal and make living in the 
area more enjoyable.

If you would like to have a say (or get involved) in what the 
site should be, please fill out the ShIPS Community Group 
Consultation Questionnaire. A copy is included within this 
publication or download one online via our ShIPS Facebook Page 
facebook.com/Ship-Inn-Project-Stonehouse. If you return your 
completed questionnaire (by 4th March), you will be entered 
into a free prize draw for a Sunday Carvery Lunch for 4 at the 
Woolpack Inn (under new management).

AGM - All welcome
ShIPS AGM will be held at the Woolpack, Stonehouse on Monday 
4th March at 7:30pm. Everyone is welcome to submit their ideas 
on the night, join ShIPS or just find out what we are all about.
or Email contactships@gmail.com

Community
news
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Local residents, community groups and businesses are invited to 
a consultation event to hear about future plans for the Cotswold 
Canals Restoration Project.
 
Stroud organisation Creative Sustainability is delivering the 
project’s community engagement programme which aims to 
support local people and communities to engage with the canal 
and wildlife heritage and ensuring that they are involved in all 
the project’s activities. People will find out more about wildlife 
conservation along the canal banks, the old canal archives, their 
local built heritage and engineering projects. The project team will 
be available to talk about future plans and all the ways people can 
take part.

Stroud District Council has invested £3 million in the restoration 
of the Stroudwater Canal. The Heritage Lottery Fund recently 
awarded £842,000 development funding to continue work on 
the project ahead of an application for a full grant of £9million 
which will be made later this year. This will see the canal between 
Stonehouse and Saul Junction restored, and will link the canal to 
the national inland waterways network for the first time since it 
was abandoned in 1954.

If you are interested in getting involved or want to share your 
views about the canal restoration come along to
Stonehouse Town Hall, High Street, GL10 2NG        
Saturday March 9th 2-6pm & Sunday 10th March 12-4pm

Cotswold Boatmobility 
in Stonehouse
All are welcome at Cotswold Boatmoblility. We have regular 
visitors from places such as Tetbury, Bristol and Cardiff but most 
of our boaters are from Gloucestershire, Stroud and Stonehouse 
in particular. Our tag line is ‘Freedom on Water’ because that 
is what is on offer to anyone who would like to access the 
Stroudwater Canal as it runs through Stonehouse. 

We have two types of small boats. The Katakanus is a very 
stable six- person boat where all the crew share the paddling. 
If you can bend down and get in and out of a katakanu, it is a 
great way of exercising, socialising and seeing the waterway.  If 
you have impaired mobility for any reason, the Wheelyboat has 
a ramp which opens onto the slipway to enable wheelchairs to 
be wheeled straight on. The boat has an electric engine which 
makes it almost silent and environmentally friendly.

We leave from Ryeford Wharf and paddle either to the Double 
Lock at Ryeford or to the Ocean just past Stonehouse Court. 
We have been generously supported financially by several 
Stonehouse groups including St Joseph’s RC Church, 
Stonehouse Rotary, the  Midcounties Co-op, the Stonehouse 
Horticultural Show and the Stanley Singers. There is no charge 
for boating but we do accept donations.

So, if you would like to get out in the fresh air, to meet new 
people, to try a little bit of very gentle exercise and get to know 
our canal in Stonehouse a little better, do get in touch. If you 
have any specific disabilities or requirements, we aim to be able 
to make it possible for everyone to be able to join in  We go out 
all year round whatever the weather. All are welcome, you are 
never too old or too young.

Check out our Facebook Page @cotswoldboatmobility
Email: info@cotswoldboatmobility.org.uk
Mobile: 07562 173659 (message)

Cotswold Canals Restoration Project 
community engagement event

Ship Inn Project Stonehouse (ShiPS) 
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Setting a Gold standard for 2019

Gardening Club - new members welcome

With 24 members and several regular visitors, we meet on the first Wednesday evening of the month in 
Stonehouse Community Centre* in Laburnum Walk and we welcome new members young and old. 
We usually have a very interesting speaker, often with an accompanying slide show, with subjects varying 
according to the season. We have a coach trip every year, usually to a RHS garden, stately home or similar.  
We also have a ‘Stall on the Green’ event in May or June and also a stall at the annual Stonehouse Jolly 
on the Laburnum Field. Year-round we maintain a plot near the railway station for the annual ‘Stonehouse 
in Bloom’ event. If you would like more information please go to stonehousegardeningclub.com

*Exceptions are January (meal out at a local restaurant or pub), two evenings in the summer (visit local gardens)
and in December (social evening at the centre for members/regular visitors only).
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Home-Start offers
a helping hand
After 20 years of supporting families within the Stroud District, 
the Home-Start charity is still going strong providing a valuable 
service to families in the community. Scheme Manager, Alex 
Corgier said that “as statutory services struggle with increasing 
demands for early years help it is encouraging to see our 
local charity thriving and helping to meet the needs of families 
throughout the Stroud District and Quedgeley”. 
Home-Start offers non-judgemental practical and emotional 
support. A couple of mums supported by Home-Start gave us 
some feedback on the support they received: 
“It almost saved my life as I was in a bit of a mess – some days I 
would wake up and think I just can’t do this but if it was Tuesday 
I would think I can do this because my volunteer is coming”, and 
“little words of encouragement but they were true and sensitive 
and they mattered, then they were repeated and re-enforced and 
over time she made me believe I can do this and it will get better.”
Volunteers find supporting families beneficial too, whether it’s 
through putting personal experience or professional skills to use, 
or the simple ‘feel-good factor’ they get from helping others.  

Home-Start is seeking more volunteers to help. A training course 
will start on Wednesday 23rd January - 3rd April in Stonehouse 
(10am-2.30pm) and applications are now being accepted. 
For more information ring 01453 297470 or email: 
enquireishomestartsd@gmail.com or visit homestartsd.org

Your local 
Neighbourhood Warden

Carol Novoth
I would like to introduce myself 
as Stroud District Council’s 
Neighbourhood Warden for 
Stonehouse. I have been a 
Neighbourhood Warden for 
11 years looking after other 
areas in the district. I have 
been covering Stonehouse 
for a few months building 
up my geographical and 
community knowledge. As a 
Neighbourhood Warden we 
can help with the following 

issues: minor anti-social behaviour, abandoned vehicles, litter, 
fly tipping, supporting vulnerable people and minor neighbour 
disputes. We also carry out home security checks and install 
Careline the emergency call system. Part of the neighbourhood 
warden’s role also involves working with other agencies from the 
Police, Adult Social Care, Dog Wardens, Environmental Health, 
P3, Parish Councils and District Councillors etc.

If you feel I might be able to help my contact details are;
Mobile - 07970250343 Email - carol.novoth@stroud.gov.uk

Play raising money for 
Stroud Women’s Refuge
A new play (commissioned by Gloucestershire Quakers) from 
Journeymen Theatre about domestic abuse is being launched in 
three venues across Gloucestershire, to raise money for Stroud 
Women’s Refuge with a special performance for INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY in Cirencester on March 8th. 
Based on extensive research into real life stories and with input 
from Stroud Women’s Refuge, ‘Rock and a Hard Place’ vividly 
illustrates the nature of violence in the home, from the mind games 
of coercive control to the violence of murder at the hands of 
abusive partners and family members. Whilst the topic is sombre, 
the play is lively and entertaining, as well as thought provoking.

Dates and Venues:
Thursday 28th February, 7.30pm
George Room, Subscription Rooms, Stroud
Tickets: subscriptionrooms.org.uk or 01453 760900
Sunday 3rd March, 4pm
Chantry Centre, Dursley.
Tickets: eventbrite.co.uk or ‘Inches’, Parsonage Street, Dursley

For International Women’s Day: 
Friday 8th March, 7.30pm
Sundial Theatre, Cirencester. 
Tickets: sundial-theatre.co.uk

Tickets: £7.50. Concessions £5. Students FREE.
Age suitability: 17+.
All profits from these performances will be donated to
Stroud Women’s Refuge.
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Stonehouse in Bloom volunteers are gearing up for another 
golden year in this year’s Heart of England in Bloom competition 
after the success of the last few years.

In 2018, Stonehouse received a Gold Award and was also judged 
Best Small Town and the team hopes to repeat this achievement 
in 2019.

Over the years, the judges have been particularly impressed to 
see how many community groups in Stonehouse work together 
to put together the town’s In Bloom entry: groups like 4th 
Stonehouse Brownies, whose planter outside the Scout Hut in 
Old Ends Lane looked beautiful all through the summer.

The Stonehouse in Bloom team really appreciates all the 
involvement of all the Beavers, Cubs, Guides, Brownies, Scouts, 
schoolchildren, local businesses, Stonehouse Town Council and 
other organisations. All your help shows the judges that our entry 
really is a whole community effort and that we have pride in our 
town and enjoy living and working here.

New volunteers are always welcome. If you would like 
to get involved, please contact customerservices@
stonehousetowncouncil.com or call 01453 825965.

Free GWR train 
tickets to win!
To help raise funds for Stonehouse in Bloom, Great Western 
Railway, has generously donated 2 pairs of standard open-return 
tickets, which are valid for travel on any GWR service within a 
12-month period. This means that two lucky winners will be able 
to travel with a companion to a destination of their choice on the 
GWR network. To have the chance to win these tickets, all you 
have to do is answer the following question:

What award did Stonehouse win in the Heart of England in 
Bloom 2018 competition?

a) Gold     b) Silver Gilt     c) Silver

• The competition costs £1 to enter and multiple entries are
 permitted by photocopying and filling in the form below. Extra
 forms are available from the Stonehouse Town Council offices 
• Please bring forms and entry fees in to Stonehouse Town Council  
 offices (open every weekday except Wed 9.30am to 12.30pm) or  
 put your form and cash in an envelope and drop it in the   
 Town Hall post box, outside of office hours.
• The deadline for entries is March 31st and the winners will be   
 notified by phone or email.
• Information on destinations covered by the GWR network can   
 be found here: https://www.gwr.com/plan-journey/stations-  
 and-routes

Name:................................................................................................

Postcode:..........................................................................................

Email:.................................................................................................

Phone:................................................................................................

Answer:.............................................................................................

Terms & Conditions: Entries cost £1 each. Multiple entries are permitted. All entries 
must be delivered to Stonehouse Town Hall with full payment. The deadline for 
receipt of entries is 31st March and the winning form will be drawn on 1st April.



Children’s & youth news

Stonehouse Town Council  T: 01453 822070  E: customerservices@stonehousetowncouncil.com        www.stonehousetowncouncil.com follow us

Show your support
for Junior ParkRun
 
Every Sunday morning at 9.30, youngsters from the town gather 
at Oldends Lane Playing Fields to take part in a 2km timed run.
As well as keeping our children and young people fit, the run 
is non-competitive so it doesn’t matter if you stop half way 
around because you’re out of puff or do the last 100m sub 10 
seconds, it is a great community event.

To make sure that participants have a drink or snack when they 
finish, a post-run café has been held in The Pod. ParkRun kindly 
provides basic refreshments but community groups now have
the opportunity to book a slot to run the café where they can
sell their own homemade cakes, biscuits, hot chocolate, soup
or even bacon butties after the run. The community group
keeps all profits from the event and it is hoped that there will
be a good mix of groups coming forward to book their places
on Sundays throughout the year.

The slot - from 8am to 9.30am - can be booked via Cllr Leigh 
Binns on 07794 205085 or email leigh.binns@gmail.com. Adult 
supervision must be provided when serving hot drinks and
food and the Pod is to be left clean and tidy before leaving.

Stonehouse
Action 4 Youth
We are the newly re-developed Youth Forum in Stonehouse. 
The purpose of a Youth Forum is for young people to have an 
active role in improving their town or parish for other young 
people and the community as a whole. We can do this by 
designing projects that improve services, talk to adult decision 
makers like the town council and be consulted on youth issues, 
fundraise and work with other local organisations and help at 
local events. 

Before Christmas some of the members helped out at Santa’s 
Grotto at the Goodwill Festival. The group have also being 
involved with volunteering on the canal, talking with the 
neighbourhood warden and have started looking at what 
projects they would like to do.

There are currently 5 members that have been recruited 
through work at Maidenhill School and through working 
alongside the Door at the Pod Youth centre. We are on the look 
out for more members to help move forward with projects in 
2019, these projects may include; promotion, a youth fitness 
project, more work with the Pod and introducing ourselves to 
the Town Council.

We can also have 4 representatives on the Stroud District 
Youth Council and when the group is fully running we will vote 
to choose which members should represent us. 

If you would like more information about the Youth Forum or 
the District Youth Council, Please like our Facebook page 
Stroud Youth Voice or visit our websitestroudyouthvoice.
co.uk. You can also call or text Youth Worker, Jemma on 
07795840730

BandiT
music project

BandiT is a four-day songwriter and band workshop for 60 to 
70 students aged 8 to 17. Students throughout the community 
come together to form bands and to be creative in song 
writing and performing. The prime function of the workshop 
is to give young people from all backgrounds the opportunity 
to gain experience in musicianship, creative song writing and 
performance skills.
 
The next BandiT music project will be Bandit 24: At Maidenhill 
School 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th April 2019. For more 
information visit banditmusicprojects.co.uk or contact Kevin 
Howlett on 07827434246 or kevin@longtrainride.co.uk 

Stroud Youth Voice
Young Peoples Health and Wellbeing
SDYC’s dedicated Health Focus Group have been working with 
Public Health Gloucestershire’s School Nursing Team to help 
improve their services. Following previous engagement and 
advice given to the team by SDYC, the group were consulted 
on how the new school nursing webpage should look for the 
new service. Work on the youth friendly GP surgery initiative 
is developing well and the initial draft is set to be presented to 
the local GP Forum over the winter - this is an exciting piece of 
work which is also backed by the NHS Gloucestershire Clinical 
Commissioning Group.

Young People and Local Democracy
SDYC’s dedicated Local Democracy Focus Group have 
followed up on the summer activities with SDC’s Elections 
Team and have drafted a plan to help increase the number of 
young people who are registering to vote – this project will 
develop more over the coming months.
The SDYC Leadership Team will also look to meet with local MP’s 
and SDC political group leaders in the winter and spring to discuss 
the various issue based projects, initiatives and campaigns.

PSALMS  - Putting 
Sport Alongside
Local MinistrieS
 

It’s been a brilliant 
autumn term for 
PSALMS in Stonehouse; 

At Maidenhill I (Emily) 
had the privilege of 
delivering assemblies on 
‘value’, coaching their 
‘sports leaders’, running 
a YR7 multi-sports club 
(Wednesdays) and 
re-launching our after-
school football club 
‘PSALMSY football’ 
(Wednesday’s 4:30-
5:45pm). At Park Junior 

a regular group attend our after-school club for years 5 & 6 
(Wednesdays) and at Wycliffe we delivered our termly chapel.

October saw PSALMS join with the churches in running a ‘Light 
party’ as an alternative to Halloween. Glow in dark games and 
craft were enjoyed as we explored how darkness will never 
extinguish God’s light. December saw Messy Church have a 
big Christmas party where amongst the games, food and craft 
we learned about the Christmas story using different types of 
wrapping paper.
 
Our Youth Leadership Academy did a great job at running a stall 
at the Stonehouse Goodwill Fest, which increased our profile in 
the town, and we also celebrated as PSALMS received some 
vital funding to ensure our work in Stonehouse continues.

Coming soon:

Pulsar Weekend

A fun weekend of outdoor adventure activities, sport, craft and 
exploring the Christian faith for those in school years 5 & 6. 27-
28th April, £39pp.

Youth Club

PSALMS in collaboration with local churches are looking to set 
up a Youth Club in the spring. More details to follow…

We’re always looking to involve more young people and 
adults in PSALMS’ work. Contact Emily for more information: 
07414018508 / Emily.twigg@psalms.uk.net
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School news Groups
All Pulling Together (CIC)
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Wellbeing Superheroes 
inspire pupils at
Park Junior
Pupils at Park Junior School came back after the Christmas 
holidays to a very exciting first week of lessons which will 
have given them many health-related ideas for New Year’s 
Resolutions. ‘Wellbeing Week’ was organised and spearheaded 
very successfully by Mrs Churchill who is in charge of Personal, 
Social and Health Education at Park Juniors.  

Every student in the school took part in a range of lessons 
focusing, for instance, on the impact of exercise and sleep on 
our physical and mental health. They also thought about keeping 
safe and avoiding risky behaviour and about the importance of 
eating healthily. This led into some very enjoyable lessons when 
each class made a healthy meal, with Mrs Churchill’s class 
cooking a particularly yummy soup, perfect for filling up and 
warming up on cold winter days.

Nationally, there is widespread concern that our children’s 
mental and emotional health is not always very strong and 
Wellbeing Week worked to combat this concern. It is one of 
Park’s main objectives this year to improve pupils’ sense of 
self-belief because confident, secure children tend to make 
faster progress in all aspects of their development. So, during 
the week the students came up with the following Superheroes 
to help them focus on different aspects of strong mental health: 
Ian Independence, Coral Confidence, Mark Motivator, Reflector 
Protector, Robby Resilience, Bella Belief, Positive Paul and 
Enthusiastic Eddy!  

Students’ interest and enthusiasm was immediately caught at the 
beginning of the week when teachers dressed up as Superheroes 
and they also enjoyed the chance at the end of the week to dress 
up, themselves, as one of their own imaginary Superheroes.

However, there were some very important life messages along 
the way. For instance, it can be hard for pupils to recognise that 
mistakes are often not something to be ashamed of but in fact the 
way in which we learn.  Similarly, not being able to do something 
doesn’t mean you will never master it – you just can’t do it yet.
All in all, it was a very successful week and an exciting, motivating 
start to the year. In the words of one pupil: “It was all good!”

Annual May Fayre at 
The Shrubberies School
We are always delighted to welcome members of the local 
community to our May Fayre. This year it is taking place on 
Saturday, 18th May. Attractions include a band, children’s 
entertainer, bouncy castle, barbecue, raffle, bric-a-brac, tea 
and cakes, lots of stalls where you can try your luck at various 
games and so much more!  We do hope you can join us between 
11am and 2pm.

If you have been passing by the school on a Saturday and 
wondered why there was so much coming and going, it is because 
the school is now a venue for one of the Allsorts 8+ morning and 
afternoon clubs. These clubs offer a chance for children with a 
disability to experience some independence, while parents and 
carers can get a much-needed break knowing their child is safe. 
More information is available on the Allsorts Gloucestershire 
website allsortsglos.org.uk/events/categories/kids-stuff/
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Easter Town Trail
The team at APT have just 
completed their annual planning 
session to look at activities 
for the coming year.  Lots of 
new ideas were put forward 
so look out for our posters 
and Facebook posts. We will 
be setting up an Easter Trail 
around the High Street again 
this year starting on Monday 
8th April, with the Easter Egg 

prizes being given out on Thursday 18th April. Easter pictures will 
be placed in shop windows and families will then be able to 
complete the trail around the town to try and win Easter eggs. 

Future dates for your diary
The APT Family Fun Day held on the Greens in the Park Estate 
will be held on Saturday 27th July from 12 noon to 4pm. Last 
year the money collected from the raffle was donated to 
Memory Link and Share & Repair.
A coach trip is being organised for a family day out on 
Saturday 17th August. The details will be given out in the next 
Stonehouse News and APT Newsletter. Last September we took 
a coach to the Black Country Museum and had a wonderful day 
exploring and taking part in the activities provided.

Neighbourly Project
The Neighbourly Project has been 
running at APT for the last year. The 
on-line system allows local community 
organisations to collect and give out 
food that would normally be thrown 
away by supermarkets. At APT we 
have been linked to Lidl in Dursley 
and Marks & Spencer in Cheltenham 
which gives us a wide selection of 

food items. When food is collected and brought back to APT 
we then advertise the items on our Facebook page and invite 
people to come and collect from us. We also provide carrier bags 
that have been donated by M&S and local people. Without this 
system the supermarkets would be wasting so much food. Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page to see what is available. While you 
are visiting APT, if you need help with anything else we can refer 
you to the different relevant organisations that support APT.



‘Share & Repair’ 
Community Workshop

Although Share and 
Repair in Stonehouse 
has only been going 
since July 2018 it 
continues to grow and 
thrive and is fast out 
growing its present 
premises. Our aim 
is to repair any item 
destined for landfill. 
From sharpening knives 
and shears to clocks 
and cleaners and 
anything in between. 

There is no charge for a repair, we just ask for a donation. 
Any item that needs repairing, but which the owner no longer 
requires, then we will sell that item. Bikes, tables, chairs, lamps 
and much more are available. From odd ends of wood and wool, 
we make blankets, baby clothes, shopping bags, bird boxes, key 
rings. Recycling and upcycling are our watch words. Come in 
and see what we have, it may be just what you are looking for.

Are you newly retired and find it difficult to fill your day, bored 
looking at four walls, would you like company, or just like to keep 
busy? We are looking for volunteers to help. Everyone has a skill. 
Carpenters, seamstresses, or perhaps the ability to meet and 
greet, all are skills we need. You will be welcome, hours to suit 
yourself. Do you want to learn a new skill or make a shelf, change 
a fuse? We are happy to show you how. Maybe you would like to 
learn how to make curtains or alter a skirt, come and talk to us.

We are open Monday, Tuesday and Friday at the Old Post 
Office 9.30 – 3.30pm Why not come in for a chat?

Stonehouse History Group

Historic photo collection
Stonehouse History Group is grateful to Philip and Alex 
Walmsley, who have recently donated a large collection of 
photographs, cuttings and documents which belonged to local 
historian Jack Anderson. History Group members have scanned 
the collection and deposited some of it at Gloucestershire 
Archives where it can be accessed for research. The 
photographs range in date from 1864 to the 1980s and show 
how the town has changed over the years.

The earliest known photograph of Stonehouse High Street, 
showing the Tudor House (now Tudor Tandoori).

For more information visit stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk

In 1946 it was recommended that a subway should be built 
under the High Street railway bridge to avoid the danger to 
many schoolchildren using the pavement there. In 1957 the 
pedestrian tunnel was finally constructed and we have several 
photos showing how the work was done. The building work 
revealed stone arches under the embankment (shown in the 
photo) which may be the remains of water facilities on a stream 
here, dating from the early 19th century.

Citizens Advice 
celebrates 60 years
in Stroud!
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Can you help us find
new donors? 
Your local Citizens Advice is a charity which offers free, 
independent, impartial and confidential information, advice and 
support to the local community. As a charity it depends on the 
goodwill of its supporters which includes local councils, trusts 
and also many individuals.
We have just celebrated our sixtieth year of service to Stroud and 
District and are seeking to enrol 60 more long-term financial supporters 
in order to ensure the continuation of our service in the future.

Can you help, please? 
We ask that you consider making an annual pledge to us in the 
form of a standing order - as little as £5 a month is a valuable 
contribution, especially if you are also able to allow us to collect 
Gift Aid on your donation. If you would like to become one of our 
60 new supporters please phone us on 0808 800 0510 and ask 
us to send you the necessary forms. 

See below an example of the advice we can give:-

Keeping warm this winter
Energy Projects at Stroud and Cotswold Districts Citizens Advice
We are working to provide advice to energy consumers to help 
save money on their gas and electricity bills and access any 
other help available.
We can do this by helping to find the best deal for them, check if they 
can get the Warm Home Discount of £140 a year, check they are on 
the most suitable tariff for them and discuss energy saving measures. 
Our advisers will help people through the switching process or show 
them where to find the information to help themselves. 
We can also help with any other energy-related issues like 
disputes over bills, complaints, energy efficiency and grants. 
For a one to one energy appointment call your local advice 
line: Stroud District - freephone 0808 800 0510  
Cotswold District - freephone 0808 800 0511 

Keep warm, keep well
Cold weather can affect your health. When the temperature 
drops to below 8°C, some people are at increased risk of illness, 
falls and hypothermia. Cold weather can also affect people’s 
mental wellbeing.

Protect your health in the cold
• Find out if you can get the flu jab for free on the NHS
• Wear several layers of clothes, rather than 1 chunky layer
• Use a hot water bottle or electric blanket to keep warm in bed,
 but not both at the same time
• Have at least 1 hot meal a day, and make sure you have hot   
 drinks regularly
• Stay active, get up and stretch your legs every hour or so
• Wrap a scarf loosely around your mouth when outdoors,
 add a hat and wear shoes with a good grip, too.
• If you have a heart or respiratory problem, stay indoors
 during very cold weather

Further support in your area
The Community Wellbeing Service – Stroud and Berkeley Vale is 
a free, confidential service for anyone over 16yrs. The aim of the 
service is to connect you to local organisations and groups that 
can help you to improve your general wellbeing and meet your 
wider social needs. We can help with:
• Mental health and wellbeing
• Long-term health conditions
• General health and fitness
• Social isolation 
• Housing and environment
• Debt and finance

 Can I self-refer?
 Yes – please call us 0345 863 8323 (press option 2)
 or via independencetrust.co.uk
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Council corner

Dog poo - the
smelly truth
Most dog owners in Stonehouse are responsible and clear up after their 
pets but some are still not picking, packing and putting it in the bin!

No-one likes that feeling of knowing that they have trodden in 
dog’s mess, especially if it’s on your children’s shoes and it’s 
been walked into your house or into school. Leaving it is not only 
antisocial and unsightly, it is also an offence.

But there is something that we can all do.  
Stroud District Council can issue a fixed penalty notice for £75 
or refer the matter for prosecution in the courts where the fines 
could be £1000. If residents want to report dog fouling, the District 
Council guarantees anonymity. They need a witness statement that 
includes time and date of offence and the name and address of the 
offender, if known.

Please call 01453 766321 or use the District Council’s online 
report form https://www.stroud.gov.uk/report/report-dog-mess-
or-fouling-problems

Pointing towpath 
users in the right 
direction
Visitors to the Stonehouse section of the Stroudwater canal 
will now find it easier to get around as a new signpost has been 
installed. This was a joint venture between the Town and District 
Councils, with the help of volunteers from the Cotswold Canals 
Trust who designed, made and installed the sign.
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Exciting new play 
equipment for 
Oldends Lane
The Town Council has secured funding for a major revamp at 
the play park in Oldends Lane. The equipment should appeal 
to children and young people of all ages as, currently, it is only 
suitable for the under 10s.    

Following widespread consultation with families, young people 
and younger children, a zip wire, pod swing, overhead carousel 
and ‘clamberstack’ will be provided for older children while the 
play equipment for youngsters will be refurbished and a new 
roundabout, spinner and bouncers installed. Additional picnic 
benches and seating will also be provided and trees planted to 
provide shade and landscaping.  

We hope that the new area will be a stimulating and exciting 
space for young children and teenagers alike to enjoy healthy, 
challenging outdoor exercise while also providing a pleasant place 
for families to meet, relax and socialise.

The project is being funded by Stonehouse Town Council, 
housing developers’ contributions, The National Lottery Big 
Lottery Fund, Gloucestershire County Council Growing our 
Communities Fund (Supported by Stonehouse county councillor 
Lesley Williams), Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association and 
Gloucestershire Community Foundation. The contract has been 
awarded to Kompan and it is hoped that work will be completed 
by the end of spring. This work is Phase1 of a long-term plan to 
improve facilities at Oldends Lane recreation ground.

Oldends Lane play park site where new play equipment will be installed.

Councillors get
festive for charity
At their last council committee meeting before Christmas, councillors 
donned their finest festive attire to raise money for Teckels Animal 
Sanctuary.  Their efforts raised £30 and improved their online 
presence as the photograph was shared widely on social media.
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Planning update
What next for the former Ship Inn site?

The Town Council was pleased that the planning application for 
the redevelopment of the former Ship Inn site for housing has 
been withdrawn but that isn’t the end of the story. A group of local 
residents, SHIPS, has formed to work on ideas for a sustainable 
future for the site. Stroud District Council has invited Town 
Councillors to a meeting to share views on the way forward.

Parking Consultation

Gloucestershire County Council will be consulting on proposals 
to change parking bays to increase road safety for all road users 
on the High Street. There will be no loss of parking spaces. Some 
resurfacing work to the shared space is due to be carried out in 
the summer to replace the trench marking left after the incinerator 
cable installation. 

A proposal to have free parking for 23 hours in the town centre car 
park went to a full Stroud District Council meeting on 24th January 
and it was approved.

Stroud District Council Local Plan review

Stroud District Council is reviewing their local plan and have just 
held a public consultation on their Emerging Strategy. Stonehouse 
Town Council’s response to Stroud District Council’s Local Plan 
Emerging Strategy consultation focused on the need for new 
development to link well to existing towns and villages through 
footpaths, cycle routes and good public transport links. The Local 

Plan should contribute to the District Council’s aim to be a zero 
carbon district, commit to supporting the re-opening of Bristol Road 
station and allow limited development outside settlement boundaries 
if the community will benefit. The balance of locations for proposed 
development across the District was broadly supported. 

Library relocation?

The town and county councils are still in discussions and an 
announcement about the relocation should be made in the next 
couple of weeks.

Ending period poverty
Imagine not being able to go to school or work or 
leave the house because you can’t afford to buy 
sanitary products for yourself or other females in 
your household?

You may have heard of the Red Box Project which is 
being run nationwide, where donations of sanitary 
and other personal hygiene products are collected 
and then distributed to local schools.

We want to help females in the town and this is where you come 
in. We will be setting up a collection box in the Town Hall from the 
beginning of February so that people can drop in sanitary products, 
soap, bodywash and deodorant which we will then put in baskets 
at various discreet locations around the town. We hope that this is 
something that residents and businesses can support so that we 
can make a real difference to local families.

Support our High Street

The Town Council is very aware of the issues facing businesses 
in Stonehouse and are actively looking at ways to support and 
reinvigorate the *High Street.

A Business Networking Group has been set up to canvass local 
views on what we can all do to ensure that businesses are able to 
adapt to the changing shopping patterns of the general public.

It will also look at accessing external funding that will help 
local businesses to enhance their online presence, improve the 
physical shopping ‘experience’ and perhaps even offer a home 
delivery service.

*High Street is a figurative term for all businesses in 
Stonehouse – not just those that are physically located on the 
High Street.

Photo competition

Telling the story
of Stonehouse
throughout the year 
Are you a budding photographer and passionate about sharing 
images of our town? If so, this competition is for you!

We are launching a photographic competition in this issue of the 
newsletter for local residents to send in images of Stonehouse 
so that we can put together a calendar for 2020. The entries 
can be of places, views, events and people (with their permission). 
The 12 best photographs will be chosen to make up a calendar that 
will be sold by the Town Council, to raise funds for Share & Repair. 
So, get your cameras and phones ready and snap some shots that 
really tell the story of the town throughout the year – a snowy 
winter’s day, churches at Easter, Park Run, Community Centre 
clubs, the canal, Stonehouse in Bloom, the Summer Jolly, Doverow 
Hill, the Horticultural Show, performances and concerts, training 
courses at APT, the Remembrance Parade, Goodwill Fest…

Please email your entries, together with your name, to 
comms@stonehousetowncouncil.com by 1st November.
Good luck!



stonehouse town council 
information
Contact us

Stonehouse Town Council
Town Hall
High Street
Stonehouse
GL10 2NG
T: 01453 822070

Town Clerk: Gill Jennings
E: townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Customer Services
E: customerservices@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Committee Clerk: Rachel Russell
E: committeeclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Communications Officer: Jayne Bailey
E: comms@stonehousetowncouncil.com

Visit www.stonehousetowncouncil.com
Facebook - Stonehouse Town Council
Twitter @StonehouseTC

Opening hours
9am - 12:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Closed Wednesday

Forthcoming meetings

Town Council meetings are held on Mondays as
listed below in the Town Hall and start at 7pm.
They are open to members of the public.

FEBRUARY
18th  Finance & Strategy Committee

MARCH
4th  Full Town Council
11th  Development Control Panel (6:15pm)
 Regeneration & Environment Committee
18th Amenities & Recreation Committee
25th Finance & Strategy

APRIL
8th Full Town Council
15th Council Business Committee
29th Town Environment Committee 

Event and news information is accurate at the time of printing. Please check details before attending. Stonehouse Town Council reserves the right to close its offices and to 
change or cancel events without prior notice. Stonehouse Town Council does not endorse the content of advertisements in this publication. © Stonehouse Town Council 2019. 
Stonehouse News is designed and produced by Jo Byrne - jomewcreative.com and printed by MDL Kelex Ltd.
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Your Councillors

Town Councillors - stonehousetowncouncil.com

Stonehouse Ward
Gwen Atkinson    01453 827083
Leigh Binns   07794 205085
Deborah Curtis    01453 825965
Michael Davis    01453 822070
Neil Gibbs (Vice Chair)    01453 828430
Tim Jackson   01453 827058
Carol Kambite   01453 827929
John Parker   01453 822070
Sally Pickering    01453 822070
Pam Swain    01453 822998 
David Thorpe   01453 821387
Theresa Watt (Chair)   01453 821428

Town councillors can be contacted via email using 
councillor then their surname eg. councillorwatt@
stonehousetowncouncil.com
 

District Councillors - stroud.gov.uk

Chris Brine    01453 825917
Gary Powell    01453 826527
Mrs. Mattie Ross    01453 826587

County Councillor

Lesley Williams    01453 791277
lesley.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

David Drew    01453 755234
david.drew.mp@parliament.uk

Euro MPs - europarl.org.uk

Molly Scott Cato    01179 166598
William (The Earl of) Dartmouth  01722 744814
        mobile  07720 028753
Ashley Fox     01179 737050
Julie Girling     01763 289654
Claire Moody    01305 858285
Julia Reid   01249 445653


