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500 deliveries of groceries 
since the end of March

186 delicious and healthy 
home-made meals were 
delivered to households 
during May

Key businesses in the 
town have continued to 
provide essential services 
throughout lockdown

During lockdown I have been delivering groceries via the 
Stonehouse Co op. I have to admit it has been busier than I 
expected but it gives me a sense of purpose as well as keeping me 
busy it also means I get to see people which is lovely as I live alone.
 
I have met some lovely people and if my input is helping 
customers to keep safe and well then it’s definitely worth it.

Barbara

I volunteered because I wanted to help people who were elderly 
or less able. I collected a prescription for a couple who live 
nearby and delivered it to their home. They were really grateful 
and friendly and it made me happy to have helped them. They 
had their food delivered so I didn’t have to collect that for them 
after all.

I have been making scrubs for a local scrubhub for NHS staff 
which I have enjoyed and learnt a new skill using an overlocker, a 
complicated machine with 4 cotton reels!

I am also making facemasks, some went to a local care company 
till they got PPE and now we are making them for a pickup point 
outside Share and Repair. It helps me to feel useful, which I think 
is good for my mental health during lockdown.

Clare

Stonehouse shows its true colours

Mayor’s Column 
We are now three months into the current 
crisis and I thought it would be a good time 
to update our community on what your Town 
Council have been doing.
 
You will be aware that the Government 
introduced emergency legislation in the form 
of the 2020 Coronavirus Regulations. This 
legislation postponed the holding of the local 

government elections that should have taken place this May, until 
May next year. There are further emergency changes which affect 
the way in which local councils hold meetings. The Regulations 
now permit the holding of “virtual” Town Council Meetings 
and using Microsoft Teams we are making those meetings as 
accessible as possible for members of the public, taking into 
account the restrictions the technology imposes.
 
Because of the ban on public events, the usual public Annual Town 
Meeting did not take place in June and, as a result, the annual Civic 
Awards have also been postponed. We hope to rectify this as soon 
as conditions permit. Several Councillors who were planning to 
stand-down at the election kindly agreed to stay on for the duration 
of this crisis which has been providing greatly needed stability.
Our approach has been to maintain ‘business as usual’ as far as 
possible and all of our staff, have been maintaining the council’s 
services within the restrictions and to ensure we can recommence 
as normal when the time comes.
As part of the emergency changes, we were required to make a 
decision regarding the holding of an Annual General Meeting (this 
is where your elected Councillors elect a new Mayor, etc.). The 
full Town Council decided to postpone the holding of an AGM until 
such time as conditions permit, possibly until May next year.
 
Sadly, work to finish-off the new Town Hall had to be suspended 
but I’m pleased to say that work has now recommenced and is very 
close to completion. Having been inside just prior to shutdown I 
can say it’s looking absolutely fantastic. We will be moving in very 
shortly and look forward to the new Library facility opening in the 
future. The Old Chapel Garden works are coming along and is now 
ready for planting up by Stonehouse in Bloom volunteers.
 
Many will be aware of the emergency Helpline which was setup 
by your Town Council in March and we were in the very fortunate 
position to have many more volunteers than people needing 
help. The Helpline is still available to local residents who require 
assistance and the number is 01453 822070. Amongst many 
other proactive things, we worked closely with The Long Table 
to provide meals for those in need locally and assisted with the 
purchase of a commercial freezer to facilitate that.
 
As businesses start to re-open in the town, I would like to 
encourage local residents to support our retailers by shopping 
locally, where possible. 
 
Finally, you will all be aware of the sad news about the cancellation 
of this years ‘In Bloom’ competition. However, we have been able to 
negotiate with our horticultural supplier to carry over our contract 
to next year, so we’ll all be looking forward to a bumper 2021.
 
Please keep well and continue to look out for each other.
Kind regards,

Cllr Neil Gibbs
(Mayor of Stonehouse)

The Coronavirus crisis has tested the resolve of all 
of our residents, businesses and organisations in the 
town. We have been very fortunate to have and been 
humbled by the amount of community support that 
has been shown at this extremely difficult time. The 
enclosed information will help to show what the town 
has been doing during lockdown, and shares contact 
information for those of you in need of assistance. 
If you know of anyone who needs help please get 
in touch using our Coronavirus Helpline on 01453 
822070. This issue is only available online so please 
share where you can.

Since lockdown began, individuals, groups 
and organisations in Stonehouse have gone 
above and beyond to support the town’s 
most vulnerable residents. 

Within a week of lockdown being announced, the Town Council 
set up a helpline for local people who were self-isolating and did 
not have family assistance. A leaflet was produced to promote 
the service and to request volunteers. Within the first two 
weeks, over 50 people came forward and were matched up with 
residents requesting help. The Town Council has been working 
closely with the local Co-op store and our volunteers have 
been busy, making over 500 deliveries of groceries since the 
end of March; averaging 80 per week. Stonehouse Pharmacy 
has its own volunteers, supplemented by our volunteers when 
medication was required urgently. Some volunteers offered 
to phone those who were shielding; one volunteer has been 
contacting a resident three times a week with a friendly call.

These services are still available for any 
local resident who requires help - please 
call 01453 822070 during office hours.

The Town Council partnered with The Long Table to set up a 
frozen meal delivery service for Stonehouse residents. Meals 
were cheap or free to those in need. We provided a chest freezer 
to store meals in Stonehouse. Twelve volunteers helped to 
deliver around 4,000 Long Table Stonehouse leaflets. 

Sue Peat and her fellow co-ordinators from Churches Together 
did a wonderful job organising delivery. Eighteen of our 

volunteers, along with three others, helped to deliver 186 delicious 
and healthy home-made meals to 18 households during May. 

Key businesses in the town have continued to provide essential 
services throughout lockdown. With restrictions easing and more 
businesses set to re-open over the next few weeks, the Town 
Council is setting up a High Street working group to help as the 
High Street recovers from lockdown. 

We are so grateful to all the volunteers who approached the 
Town Council to help in whatever way they could: they have 
really made a difference in the past months. Two volunteers told 
us about their experience: 
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Supporting the community
Keeping Council services 
running effectively
Supporting the community at a critical time

While our door had to be closed when lockdown was announced, 
staff and councillors have continued to work throughout this 
time to ensure that services are provided and a presence 
maintained on the High Street.
 
The need to ensure that the administration continues to run 
effectively has been key to providing leadership and support 
for the community at a critical time. We set up a management 
team that could make decisions quickly during a time of crisis. 
We have grappled with a new online accounting system and 
have now completed the major task of closing off the 2019/20 
accounts and internal audit.
 
All the while, we have been responding quickly and effectively 
to day to day queries and complaints; maintaining positive 
relations with outside organisations to secure financial and other 
support through the crisis; and planning the office move from our 
temporary premises back to the Town Hall.
 
We shared important health, welfare and finance information 
from national and local government, NHS and other support 
services via our social media platforms and created a special 
page on our website (www.stonehousetowncouncil.com/your-
council/coronavirus-covid-19-information/)
 
We have kept in contact with local businesses, both those that 
were able to continue trading and others that couldn’t, to make 
sure that they were supported, promote their services and 
encourage residents to use High Street shops, as and when they 
reopen. We are delighted that the majority will be able to open 
soon, with the necessary precautions.
 
After getting to grips with new technology, we held our first 
ever virtual council meeting on 27th April and all subsequent 
meetings have been and will continue to operate virtually until 
we receive confirmation that they can be once again open to the 
public in person. We hope we can encourage members of the 
public to observe these meetings remotely.
 
We have also been carrying on with project work including 
ensuring the Town Council responds to planning consultations 
from Stroud District Council; working with town councillors to 
develop walks and information for a Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust Wild Towns Project downloadable map of Stonehouse 
to highlight the beautiful and diverse walks and wildlife in and 
around the town; and working on a separate project, funded by 

a Stroud District Council tourism grant, to provide town map 
boards for the station to welcome visitors with information about 
key facilities and places of interest.
 
We have been progressing our bid to the Department for 
Transport’s (DfT) Restoring Your Railway Fund for a proposal to 
re-open Bristol Road station, liaising with MPs office and DfT, 
attending a DfT webinar, liaising with colleagues in the district 
and county councils about the bid, liaising with Gloucestershire 
Community Rail Partnership, a new organisation in development 
who gave a presentation to councillors before the first virtual 
meeting of the Town Environment Committee.
 
Our Maintenance Team has ensured that the town’s open 
spaces are clean and tidy to enable residents to exercise safely 
while also restricting access to play areas. They have been 
busy repairing and refurbishing street furniture, painting play 
equipment, helping with the project at The Old Chapel Garden, 
improving drainage around the High Street trees, putting up 
notices about dog waste and littering at Doverow Wood. 
 
As life returns to some sense of normality, we would like to pay 
tribute to the volunteers, community groups and businesses who 
have worked so hard to maintain essential services to the local 
community.
 
Carlos Novoth - Town Clerk

Citizens Advice
When the lockdown began on March 23, Citizens Advice Stroud 
and Cotswold Districts quickly mobilised staff and volunteers 
away from face-to-face interviews to give one-to-one advice 
over the phone and via email. Since then the charity has helped 
over 800 people. Help can be given with applying for universal 
credit, navigating the government’s job support schemes, how 
to manage paying bills, relationship breakdown, as well as many 
other issues.

There has also been a surge across the South West for the 
National Citizens Advice website with 78,483 visitors during the 
busiest week.

Martin, a volunteer Adviser said: “This service is vital now more 
than ever. There’s so much anxiety around this virus and what 
it means for people’s health, wellbeing, jobs and finances. As a 
volunteer, it feels good to be able to help and it’s a privilege to 
work with such an experienced team of advisers.”

Sarah Telford, Chief Executive said: “I am so proud of our 
volunteers and staff who have quickly rallied round to ensure no-
one needs to face the financial challenges of Covid-19 alone. So 
if you’re in need don’t hesitate to pick up the phone or drop us a 
message, our advisers are ready and waiting to help.”

The Helpline numbers are 0808 800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 
Mon to Fri 10am to 4pm, calls are free from landlines and most 
mobiles. For email enquiries visit our online email page https://
www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/stroud-cab-
email-advice.php and complete a short online form with a few 
sentences about your problem.

Independence Trust are supporting people with their mental health 
through a myriad of creative ways in these challenging times.

Ensuring everyone has a voice and they are heard, an important 
listening ear for those who are feeling isolated and alone in 
these unsettling times.

Early intervention can help reduce the severity of mental ill health.

You may experience a heightened fear or become suspicious of 
others, feeling overly nervous. You may act out of character, you 
may change your behaviour. You may struggle to get up in the 
mornings, a lack of motivation or find it difficult to sleep.
Reading this list you may be able to tick all of the above, in these 
difficult times there is no “normal” but we do know what keeps us 
well, speaking to friends and family, finding something that you 
can focus on like starting and art project taking time to create 
something, make a pocket veg patch just a small space that you 
can plan, plant and pick. A gentle walk in the fresh air a chance to 
notice things that in our busy lives generally we do not see.

If you are feeling low or feel your mental health is suffering 
talking to someone can really help, talk to a friend, family 
member, seek support from your doctor or see the Mental 
Health Signposting Sheet for support in your area.
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2097831/mental-
health-signposting-sheetfinal-170420.pdf
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Please call us so we can put you in touch with a local volunteer who can:

• pick up groceries
• pick up prescriptions
• give lifts to vital medical appointments
• walk the dog
• chat or offer other help as needed

Are you self-isolating and
you’ve no family assistance?

Coronavirus Helpline

01453 822070
Between 9:30am - 3:30pm Monday - Friday

We will ask you for your name, telephone number, address and the nature of your 
enquiry. If the lines are busy, please leave a message on our voicemail and we will 
call you back. For further Coronavirus support information please see overleaf.

Please call us if you are able to help in your road/area or are already 
doing so. This will enable us to better co-ordinate community efforts.

Can you/are you already
volunteering in your road/area?

Please call us if you know a family member, friend or neighbour
who needs help and hasn’t seen anyone for a while.

Do you know someone who needs help 
and hasn’t seen anyone for a while?

Council’s Helpline
Coronavirus
5 things you 

can do to
help yourself 

and your
community

Keep up to date on 
official guidance at

www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Share information from 
trusted sources only - 

don’t spread rumour and 
misinformation

Stay sensible - wash hands 
regularly maintain social 

distancing

Do you need help? 
Can you help others?

Stay in touch and keep 
your mind healthy

7



Community Centre 

Stonehouse Community Centre have been very busy over the 
last few months, opening for extra blood donor sessions, which 
we have offered free of charge to support the NHS. We have 
also been supplying hearing aid batteries.

We have all 2m social distancing measures in place and hand 
sanitizer units fitted outside all of our rooms. We plan to reopen 
at first for our one to one groups with larger groups starting at 
a later date when it is safe to do so.

For all enquiries relating to the centre please call
01453 823241 or email Stonehouse1@tiscali.co.uk

All Pulling Together 
During lockdown the volunteer team at All Pulling Together 
have been working away behind the scenes to support the local 
community. Giving out food when it has been available and 
joining with their Partner Organisations across Gloucestershire 
to give out treats for local families. Play Gloucestershire who 
would normally visit Stonehouse every Tuesday provided 50 
play bags for children in Stonehouse to encourage the children 
to play outdoors. If the families didn’t have outdoor space 
there was plenty in the bags to keep them occupied. The items 
ranged from paints and balloons to a skipping rope and sticky 
tape. We have had lovely reports of the children having fun in 
their homes and gardens and look forward to the time when the 
Play Rangers can visit Stonehouse again.

The volunteers were also very lucky to have a donation of Easter 
chocolate provided by Nestle and deposited in a warehouse in 
Gloucester. It was collected by two of our volunteers and then 
given out to the community from APT. 
You can imagine there were some very happy families in 
Stonehouse. We are hoping there will be further food supplies 
during the weeks to come which we can give out from the APT 
office and will let everyone know when these are available. Stay 
safe and well, and we look forward to being able to open the 
office soon.
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Food security in Stonehouse 
during COVID-19
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At the very start of the COVID-19 crisis the town council 
identified the risk that vulnerable members of the community 
might have difficulty in obtaining and preparing food in the 
coming months. A working group of councillors was quickly set 
up to explore ways in which we could prevent this problem from 
arising.
 
Working with The Long Table in Brimscombe (www.
thelongtableonline.com) and Churches Together, the council 
coordinated the creation of The Long Table in Stonehouse, 
ensuring that any local residents who needed it had access to 
homecooked meals, delivered to their door. The Long Table’s 
innovative model meant that customers could order seven meals 
for £25 or would be given them free of charge if required.
 
A commercial chest freezer was purchased by the council and 
installed at Douglas Morley Hall, the centre of operations 
for The Long Table Stonehouse and the local storage and 
distribution point. Leaflets were delivered to every household in 
Stonehouse and a team of volunteers was assembled to deliver 
the meals using cool boxes lent by members of the community.
 
Meals were delivered three times a week and a rota was set 
up and managed by Churches Together using volunteers from 
the church and the wider community. In the six weeks that the 
project was running to deal with the immediate crisis, more than 
280 meals were provided to people in Stonehouse.
 
As restrictions on movement were lifted the demand for services 
reduced and the crisis stage of the project was closed at the end 
of May. However, now that the infrastructure and networks have 
been established the system is ready to start up again as and 
when it might be required.

Churches Together role
Deacon Sue Peat, Methodist Minister for Stonehouse, Retired 
minister - Rev Chris Cory and his wife Babs; Senior steward 
of the Methodist Church - Sue Burnham co-ordinated the 
delivery of the meals, including asking the Churches Together in 
Stonehouse group for additional volunteers and managing the 
rota for the volunteer drivers. 

Sue said: “I have to say, it has been a joy and a privilege to work 
alongside so many willing and caring volunteers, who willingly 
delivered meals to local residents, many of whom were self-
isolating and in financial difficulty.

The total number of meals 
delivered across the whole 
of Gloucestershire was over 
a staggering 30,000! Around 
75% of those meals were 
provided free of charge to 
the customers. This was 
only possible due to the 
generosity of others who 
made financial donations to 
the scheme.

Not only have we been part of a much needed outreach 
initiative, taking food to those most in need, we have built up 
some great relationships and links within our community during 
this time – The Long Table, Town Council and the many local 
people in Stonehouse who have been involved in this work have 
an increased sense of connection and collaboration.

Whilst things may be starting to feel like we are beginning to 
get back to some kind of normality, the crisis for many people 
continues. Financial pressures may even increase for many 
people; anxiety and mental health problems may become 
worse as time goes on. The importance for our community 
to continue to pull together and support those in need will 
continue far beyond the initial crisis we have faced. I hope and 
pray that together we may all continue to help one another out 
whenever we can, and that the various community groups and 
organisations within the Stonehouse area will continue to build 
strong links between us all.

So, thank you all for your support, help, friendship and 
dedication to make Stonehouse not just a place to live, but a 
community to be part of and proud of.”
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...together
Churches Together
‘Churches Together in Stonehouse’ or as we are often known 
locally ‘CTiS’, has been serving the community of Stonehouse 
with God’s Love in Jesus for many years.

Who are we?

We are Stonehouse Baptist Church, St Josephs, (St Jo’s) 
Roman Catholic Church, St. Cyrs, Anglican Church, The Bethel 
Pentecostal Church, and Stonehouse Methodist Church. Also, 
included in our number, is an organisation called ‘Psalms’ 
(Putting Sport Alongside Local Ministries) an independent 
Christian group that works closely with us in our local schools 
and community.

What do we do?

We take part in as many local events as we are able, you may 
have seen our tent at the Stonehouse Goodwill Fest, and recently, 
in partnership with the Town Council and ‘The Long Table,’ we 
have been privileged to be involved with helping to deliver food to 
those who are vulnerable, and who have been isolated because 
of the lockdown. We assist the Royal British Legion in the towns 
‘Remembrance Day’ services. We are always looking to actively 
support any community project that seeks to bring together the 
people of Stonehouse in unity and harmony. 

We support our local schools, this includes leading assemblies, 
sharing bible stories in imaginative ways using a modern 
approach to the bible called ‘Open the Book’. We run an event 
called ‘Messy Church’, which is open to junior school-aged 
children and their parents. With our friends in the ‘Psalms’ 
organisation we support youth clubs across the age ranges, 
these take place on different days during the week. During half 
term, and during the school summer holiday we support ‘Psalms’ 
as they run clubs in our local schools, a flagship event is the 
annual summer ‘Holiday Club’. All these events and clubs are 
extremely popular with the children and young people, and, of 
course, with their parents as they offer a much-welcome respite 
for them! 

At all our events we seek to make the Christian Faith, both 
accessible and relevant to daily living. They are open to all - to 
people of faith and those of none, and they are always run in a 
non-threatening manner!

As you would expect, we meet regularly to pray for the 
community of Stonehouse, and, to plan for outdoor events to 
mark those special times in the Christian year like Christmas, 
Good Friday, and Easter.

What do we do on Sundays?

We are very much united in our love for the community of 
Stonehouse, and our belief that God in Jesus loves our 
community. However, we are not ‘uniform’ in how we express 
that love in our worship when we meet in our different churches 
on a Sunday. The Christian Churches in Stonehouse offers a 
variety of styles of worship to the community, from traditional to 
the more contemporary, and we encourage one another in our 
traditions and our diversity. Visitors to our churches will always 
find a warm welcome!

I hope this has given you a taste of what, ‘Churches Together in 
Stonehouse’ (CTiS) is all about. We are involved in other things, 
and, if you would like to know more then please contact me. I 
would love to hear from you. 

Every blessing, Chris Cory (Chair of Churches Together in 
Stonehouse) christophercoryc@gmail.com

Wow! Since our last newsletter, A 
LOT has changed! With-in a few 
weeks all PSALMS’ groups both 
inside and outside of schools 
were stopped, residentials were 
cancelled and a num-ber of the 
team furloughed. We were forced 
to move online, come up with 
lots of new ideas and ways of 
doing things and using programs 
like ‘Zoom’ which I hadn’t heard 
of before, yet now is part of my 
everyday! This short, special 
edition newsletter shares some of 

what has been going on, feed-back from young people and some 
areas we’d love you to be praying for.

‘Hello’ Packages

In May PSALMS sent 50 ‘hello’ packs to young people who 
come along to our club pulse youth groups. Here’s Brad from 
Stonehouse with his! Each pack contained a devotional book 
from Scripture Union, some activity sheets, a personalised card 

with our activities on and some sweets. We wanted to reach out 
to all the young people we normally work with, but especially 
those we hadn’t seen online. The feedback we got was really 
positive, here are some examples; ’...was very excited to get this 
through the door today’ ‘...I haven’t stopped smiling since’, ‘It is 
really encouraging.’

Stonehouse Weekly Games Hour

Once a week, on a Wednesday 4:30 - 5:30pm I host a family 
games hour just for families in Stonehouse. We have done a 
mixture of quizzes, games such as Pictionary, charades, guess 
who etc. bingo, games in reverse amongst other games. This 
group has honestly been one of the highlights of my week and it 
is always good to see familiar faces, families, youth leaders and 
clergy playing along together and the engagement and friendly 
competition between them. Why not join us if you haven’t 
already! Here is a comment from a young person: ‘The weekly 
zoom get together with Psalms is the ‘best time of the week’ 
Praise indeed’.

What’s on? 

Mon: Club Pulse (youth group for ages 11+). 5:30-6:30pm via 
‘Zoom’
Tues: Youth Bible Study (ages 11+). 5-6pm via ‘Zoom’.
Wed: Stonehouse Family Games Hour. 4:30-5:30pm via ‘Zoom’.
Thurs: ‘PSALMS Live!’ (All ages) 4:30-5pm on Facebook. 
Daily on our socials: challenges, thought for the week, prayer 
activities, team testimonies and more! Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube or join the ‘PSALMS in Stonehouse and 
Amberley’ Facebook.

Summer Holiday Club!

Each summer, PSALMS help run the summer holiday club, 
however this year we’re doing something different instead! 
Every Friday throughout the summer holidays children in YR-Y6 
can pick up some craft materials, activity sheets and then watch 
videos (stories, songs, challenges and craft instructions), on our 
YouTube channel. To sign up and get your pack email Deacon 
Sue Peat at suepeat@outlook.com or call 01453 823283.

Emily Twigg - PSALMS Strategic Sports Minister for Stonehouse
Email: Emily.twigg@psalms.uk.net Mobile: 07414018508 
Website: www.psalms.uk.net

PSALMS rely on financial contributions from churches, individuals 
and funders to keep our work going. If you feel able to support us 
during this difficult time we would be most grateful.

St. Cyrs

 

(i) We have continued to collect foodstuffs for the Foodbank
(ii) Used Facebook & Twitter as a means to support, encourage 
and equip people during the lockdown, whether this is links for 
advice re mental health, craft ideas for children and adults, as well 
as streaming the ‘2 minute silence on your doorstep’ for VE Day.
(iii) we have streamed live services, 3 times each day, via Facebook
(iv) work with Emily & PSALMS in reaching out to and engage 
with local families
(v) Virtual Coffee morning using zoom.
(vi) waived our fees for funerals we have conducted, and will 
conduct, during lockdown
(vii) phoning those people in our community who are lonely and 
vulnerable.
We are looking to continue to offer this support for the 
foreseeable future.
 
We hope this give you a flavour of how we have supported the local 
community, in collaboration with the local churches in Stonehouse, 
as well as the wider team of Anglican churches across Stroudwater.

 

Holiday Club at Home! 

 

Each Friday, themed content including story, songs, games and 
craft will be available online 

Resource packs including activity sheets, craft materials and 
snack can be collected each Friday morning from the Morley Hall 
at Stonehouse Methodist Church, all carefully socially distanced.  
For collection times, see below: 

10:30-10:45 - Surnames A to F 

10:45-11:00 - Surnames G to L 

11:00-11:15 - Surnames M to R 

11:15-11:30 - Surnames S to Z 

To guarantee your pack(s), sign up in advance by contacting  
Deacon Sue Peat at suepeat@outlook.com or on 01453 823283 

Stonehouse Churches Together 



From the young to the old
During these last three months The Door has remained active in 
their support for the Stonehouse youth community with online 
content and remote support for the young people to access. 

The social media content, dubbed The Door At Four, has been 
vibrant and a source of relief for many young people, with lots 
from Stonehouse regularly commenting and messaging their 
ideas to the Youth Workers on YouTube and Instagram. Isak 
and Willow, the two Stonehouse based Youth Workers have 
been working exceedingly hard to provide videos and contact 
to young people online that have the same sort of content as a 
normal Youth Club setting, providing examples of activities for 
them to do at home, or to simply watch the videos as a source of 
comedic relief. Though not as directly engaging as open access 
Youth Work, many young people have got involved with The 
Door At Four content, and asked for shout outs and are showing 
increased desire to be actively involved in the content coming 
out. The videos are available to watch on The Door’s YouTube 
page, and you can follow all the action on our Instagram pages, 
there is a wide variety of content with some more reflective 
videos and resources for Adults and Mentors to engage with 
also. The Door is also working broadly to continue its top 
quality community support with many young people and families 
continuing to be supported by mentors from The Door, to find 
out more go to The Door website www.thedoor.org.uk

Stroud District 
Youth Council 

Uncertainty, Anxiety 
and Camaraderie
Uncertainty is a huge cause of anxiety for many young people. 
The pressures of exams and future career paths, alongside 
maintaining a social life, all come with elements of doubt and 
apprehension which manifest themselves in the mind-sets of 
many young people. Whilst many of these societal pressures 
have supposedly been swept aside during our current state of 
lockdown, young people seem to be experiencing a heightened 
level of anxiety and other mental health issues throughout this 
apparent limbo. 

As a year 13 student myself, with exams having been cancelled, 
I find myself increasingly at a loose end. Although there is no 
longer the pressure of A levels and achieving the grades needed 
to go to University. Recent events mean there is still a huge 

amount of uncertainty.

What will happen in the coming months? Will our plans for the 
summer and onwards be put on hold or cancelled altogether? I 
think this apprehension, has become far worse than exam stress 
because at least with that, there was an obvious end goal and 
some knowledge of what the worst-case scenario might be. 
This is only exemplified in that nobody has an answer to the 
questions that many of us have right now. Whilst, of course, 
we can’t realistically expect the situation to be resolved in the 
coming weeks, I think it is important to acknowledge how many 
young people are feeling and the impact of these events on our 
mental health.

The above seems a bleak image of the current mentality of 
young people. Paradoxically one of the most interesting things 
about this ‘new normal’ is that although separated from friends 
and family, there is a far greater sense of community. I feel 
hugely lucky to have grown up during a time where we have 
social media… and apparently about a million different new 
video calling platforms!! 

Through the support of SDC’s youth work team, we continue to 
seek the views and opinions of young people to subsequently 
listen and advocate how young people are thinking and feeling. 
Whilst there is a greater amount of anxiety for many people 
during these unprecedented times, never has there been a 
greater feeling of camaraderie, or an ability to support each 
other through this difficult period which will undoubtedly come to 
an end…eventually.

Helen March 
Chair of Stroud District Youth Council

Stonehouse 
Action 4 Youth
As for many others Covid19 has changed the way we are 
working. Since the lockdown began, youth workers started off 
contacting members individually to check in and offer support. 
These individual conversations led to Youth Forum meetings 
starting to take place over video calls. Stonehouse Action for 
Youth have met a few times, every other week and like most of 
the youth other groups have been catching up and enjoying the 
social contact.

We regularly hear from young people that one of the big reasons 
they get involved with our youth groups is because they want 
something to do that offers opportunities to meet others and 
make new friends and at this time it seems this has been as 
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important as ever. Young people have been talking in their 
groups and individually to youth workers about how lockdown 
has been for them. Many reporting that not being able to 
socialise is the worst thing, as socialising is hugely important to 
them at this time of their lives.

To try and offer contact and support, Youth workers have also 
been using social media platforms and have set up a new 
Instagram page Stroud District Youth Council. Please follow to 
keep up date on the work of the youth groups but also other 
information regarding youth and support available. For those not 
on Instagram we also have a long standing Facebook page called 
Stroud Youth Voice. Stay safe everyone. 

Our financial year ended with the 
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and we have worked hard to quickly 
change our services to meet the needs 
of families in a virtual way. Home visits 
have been replaced by structured 
telephone support and our groups are 

now run via Zoom. The staff team were quick to adapt to the 
unknown situation they found themselves in and have been 
totally brilliant. We also began putting together craft activity 
packs and wellbeing packs for parents to support them during 
the lockdown period. We also provided craft packs for families 
delivered via the Foodbank, thanks to donations and fundraising 
efforts from members of the public.

We also learnt, at the end of our financial year, that we have 
been successful in getting three years of funding to develop a 
Dads Project across the county to look at how we can better 
support fathers and partners in the early years of parenthood. 
This is such an exciting opportunity and we look forward to 
reporting back to you on its development. 

I am extremely grateful to each and every funder, supporter, 
staff member, trustee and volunteer who has helped this charity 

to be there for families when 
they need us most and to 
always strive to do the best we 
can... Whatever the situation.

Shelley James - Office & 
Finance Coordinator
Tel: 01453 297470
enquirieshomestartsd@ 
gmail.com
www.homestartsd.org
Twitter: @homestartsd
Facebook: Home-Start 
Stroud and Gloucester

The Age UK Gloucestershire team is just a phone call away and 
we’re keen to support all older people in the county during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are providing the following support:

Over the phone
Call our Help Team if you have an immediate problem. The 
Team provide information and guidance about a range of 
issues including shopping, community support local to you, 
prescriptions, benefits and finances and accessing health and 
social care. The Team will advise on how you can access support 
if you have recently left hospital. Call 01452 422660. Line are 
open Monday to Friday, 9am-4pm

Call our Friendship Line FREE if you would like a friendly chat. 
We know that social distancing is really difficult and lots of you 
are missing having someone to talk to regularly. Our staff and 
volunteers are on hand, with a listening ear and time to chat and 
we’d love to hear from you. Call 0800 2980579. Lines are open 
Monday to Friday, 9am-4pm

Helping you connect with others
Greet Your Street is a chance for neighbours to pop outside for 
Elevenses together whilst still maintaining social distancing. 
Many areas are already involved with one commenting: “People 
are talking more to each other, it’s brought them together. It was 
like they needed permission to talk.” To find out how easy it is to 
get your street involved, visit www.ageuk.org.uk/gloucestershire

Gloucestershire Springboard is a Facebook Group where you 
can meet friends, join in activities and have fun. Members 
are sharing gardening tips, recipes ideas, photographic 
challenges, taking part in online quizzes and more. If you’re 
online and would like to join, search: facebook.com/groups/
gloucestershirespringboard

For accurate and up to date details for individuals and 
community groups about all the information and support we are 
providing, visit our website: www.ageuk.org.uk/gloucestershire

I’M TAKING 
PART 

ON 
(write here which days you will be greeting your street)

www.ageuk.org.uk/gloucestershire



Whilst we are currently in unprecedented and uncertain times, it 
is heart- warming to see and feel the dedication of the staff at 
Maidenhill. Teachers have risen to the challenge of providing online 
work to support the continued education of our young people. In 
addition the whole staff (site staff, cleaners, caterers, office staff, 
teachers and support staff) are all working together to facilitate 
an emergency provision for our most vulnerable students and key 
workers’ children who are not old enough to look after themselves. 
A great team effort as always. 

I have been impressed with the way in which students have responded 
so maturely to the additional challenge of continuing their studies at 
home, accessing work and resources through Show My Homework. 
The steady flow of completed work and Accelerated Reader Quizzes 
being undertaken shows that students understand the importance of 
keeping their learning going and their brains active during this time. 

It is a challenging time for all families, and the phrase “safe at 
home” rather than “stuck at home” shows a genuine positivity 
within our community. I hope that students continue to recognise 
the importance of heeding the government’s advice, continuing their 
studies and keeping themselves well and healthy, and that they are 
also helping at home. 

During this unprecedented time of home learning, we wanted to 
continue to celebrate the success of our students and the outstanding 
work produced from home. Here is a snapshot of that work. Full 
explanations and large colour photos can be found at www.maidenhill.
gloucs.sch.uk/celebratingsuccess. We look forward to once again 
being able to invite parents/carers in to view out best work on display 
via our ‘Wall of Excellence’, as well as to meeting the families of our 
new Year 7 students whom we welcome to Maidenhill in September. 

Poem 1945 End of World War 2

A day of victory for the British,
But a day of sorrow and anguish.
Families reuniting with relief,
Some whimpering with grief.
For me, my father had just come home,
Smothered in injuries making him groan.
Tears streaming down my face,
Up and down the hall I paced.
The bombed world exploding,
Overwhelmed heads imploding.
He’s part of my heart, part of my soul,
But now my heart is running down cold.
For I have discovered my uncle is dead,
My head filling itself with so much dread.
Now we celebrate the death of those we love,
And let the bird of peace fly around the world.
And that bird, is dove.

www.stonehousetowncouncil.com follow us 15Stonehouse Town Council  T: 01453 822070  E: customerservices@stonehousetowncouncil.com

ART
Students in Year 8 have been looking at Pop Art and comic book 
illustration and have created these portrait studies inspired by artist 
Mike Mitchell. Above: Isabelle Molland, Below: Natasha Walmsley

DT
Clara Crooks, 7FMS, has produced an inventive key rack manufactured to a 
high standard considering she has made her product at home and had no help or 
support from her teacher!

ART
Year 7 Art students have been busy creating their own colour wheels and exploring collage.
Above left: Molly Swift, Above centre: Martha Riddell, Above right: Finley Stone

ART
In GCSE Art, students were challenged to draw a portrait using a grid and pattern technique. This 
excellent piece of work achieves a successful balance between the white, black and patterned areas. 
Above: Pippa Benn

HISTORY
Jasmine Williams, 10RTK, shows 
her ability to work independently. 
Her source analysis is detailed and 
demonstrates a vital skill needed for 
GCSE history.

ART
Year 9 artists have 
been exploring 
Steampunk artwork. 
They’ve looked at 
cogs and all things 
mechanical to develop 
studies of feathers, 
animals and insects.
Right: Summer Bishop
Far corner: Euan 
Cheeseman

SCIENCE
This work by Kara Craig demonstrates 
a good knowledge of cells applied in a 
creative and fun way that will enable 
others to learn too.

FOOD AND NUTRITION
Haitham Al Amily, 7FDB has been 
designing a nutrition project and 
has been creating recipe cards and 
demonstrations of his work. 

DRAMA
Year 7 students have been working on turning a film into a musical such as Aladdin, 
Lion King, Shrek etc. George Twinning has put lots of effort into creating and 
designing a set based upon Monsters Inc.

ENGLISH
Tamsin Meek entered this 
wonderful piece of poetry 
into the local Stonehouse 
Town Council VE Day 
Writing Competition. 
Tamsin won first prize in 
her age category and the 
work will be included in a 
collection of work from the 
town later this year.

Education during lockdown
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Spaces all can enjoy safely
Old Chapel 
Garden Project
Work on the hard landscaping in the Old Chapel Garden, behind 
Wynn’s Café in Stonehouse High Street, began in March, 
with grant funding obtained from the Barnwood Trust and 
Gloucestershire County Council’s Growing Our Communities Fund. 
It has been carried out by local landscaping contractor, Dave Smart 
Fencing & Landscaping, and this initial phase is now complete. 

Many people are already enjoying the new layout, which is much 
more easily accessible for wheelchairs, mobility scooters and 
buggies. New fencing, an entrance arch, raised planters, arches 
for climbers, new seating and picnic tables will be added over 
the coming months.

Several new trees, some donated by local residents in memory 
of loved ones and other funded by Stonehouse in Bloom, 
together with lots of new colourful and scented perennial plants 
will go in before the autumn to complete the transformation.

All the work that still needs to be done will be completed by 
community groups and volunteers, led by Stonehouse in Bloom 
and supported by Stonehouse Town Council.

For more information and to get involved, contact Debbie on 
07988 630951 or email deborah.curtis647580@gmail.com

Stonehouse in Bloom
Both the RHS Heart of England in Bloom and Britain in 
Bloom competitions have been cancelled this year due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic but this hasn’t stopped the merry band of 
Stonehouse in Bloom volunteers on our mission to fill the centre 
of town with beautiful floral displays.

As soon as the lockdown rules were relaxed and socially 
distanced working parties were permitted, we got to work again. 
Projects this year have included extending the station planting; 
planting fragrant and colourful shrubs in a border along side the 
pathway between Queens Road and the main town car park; and 
continuing the redevelopment of the Old Chapel Garden with the 
support of Stonehouse Town Council.

We have also been out and about weeding and maintaining the 
Apothecary’s Garden, making sure the borders on the Town 
Green are looking their best and keeping the rusty planters in 
the High Street and the raised planters in front of the Co-op 
looking lovely.

Stonehouse in Bloom’s iconic pink bike is back in place this year as 
are the displays on the new combined Stonehouse Library/Town 
Hall in readiness for the new chapter in this building’s history.

We have had a wonderful response to our request for knitted/
crocheted/cloth flowers, which we plan to use in a huge wall 

hanging to commemorate all our time in lockdown. More details 
on our Facebook page.

We also extend a warm welcome to new volunteers. Get in 
touch, we’d be delighted to have you on board! Contact Debbie 
on 07988 630951 or email deborah.curtis647580@gmail.com
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Stonehouse Town Council Annual Report 2019-2020
Welcome from the Chairman/Town Mayor 
2019-2020 - Councillor Neil Gibbs

2019 was a notable year for Stonehouse. After years of 
negotiation with our County Council, the much-anticipated work 
began on transforming the underused Town Hall building into a 
Community Hub incorporating a fantastic new public Library. 
Following delays due the pandemic the work is now virtually 
complete and Town Council staff will shortly be moving into 
our new bright and modern office suite. Depending on Govt 
guidance, an opening date for the new Library has yet to be 
announced but the transformation of the Town Hall will ensure 
the continued presence of a Library in our town at a time when 
nationally Libraries are closing wholesale. Our thanks go to 
Richard Lacey for project managing this scheme.

Work also began recently on the Old Chapel Garden off the High 
Street making it into a fully accessible garden for everyone to 
enjoy. There is still a great deal of horticultural work remaining 
due to the pandemic but when it is finished it will be transformed.

Sadly, the Britain in Bloom competition had to be cancelled this year, 
but the good news is that it will take place in 2021 and the council 
has managed to negotiate a 12 month carry-over on its contract with 
the plant suppliers so there will be no financial loss incurred.

Your Town Council has declared a climate emergency and 
adopted a new Climate Change policy that will run through 
all activities and future planning. The aim is to achieve carbon 
neutrality in line with the District Council. Additionally, we 
are taking steps to green-up our town spaces, planting trees 
and encouraging wildflowers in our parks which will improve 
biodiversity and there are plans to re-purpose the Stagholt field 
into a wildlife zone.

Pandemic restrictions have made life difficult and Council 
meetings now must be held virtually. The situation has been 
doubly difficult for our staff in as much as they have had to cope 
with remote working and being in temporary cramped offices. In 
addition, Govt legislation has meant the delay of local elections 
until 2021 meaning that all existing Councillors have been asked 
to remain in office for an additional 12 months. Some were 
hoping to stand-down in May, but I must pay tribute to all of 
them for volunteering to stay-on through this difficult time.
Last year we welcomed our new Town Clerk. Carlos Novoth 
is a former Dept Head at the District Council and lives locally. 
Carlos has been busy embedding himself into the community. 
He has introduced a new streamlined financial management 
system and has been extremely effective in dealing with our 
response to the pandemic. Ray Kaye was promoted to become 
our new Maintenance Manager. Rachel Russell became Deputy 
Clerk and Jayne Bailey added facilities management to her 
Communications and Customer Services role. As part of our 
recent Staffing Review we plan to employ a Grounds person 
and a Business Apprentice. These posts will be filled as soon as 
possible.

In response to the pandemic, some fantastic work was done 
by the team in organising a team of local volunteers to assist 
vulnerable residents with shopping and other vital needs. A 
considerable number of people have been and continue to be 
helped in this way.

As I write, life is slowly beginning to return to our town. There’s 
no doubt our local businesses have suffered gravely throughout 
the pandemic and what the true final price will be, we are yet to 
discover. What I do know is that we can all do our bit to support 
our local businesses by shopping here in Stonehouse as much 
as possible and keeping money in our local economy.
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The Council received funding from:

Precept   £302,800
Leases (Phone mast, Magpies, Community Centre) £9,350 
Town Hall Miscellaneous 
(including insurance and compensation payments) £2,087  
Pitch hire   £1,470 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment  £1,462 
Investment interest   £978 
Newsletter advertising   £950 
GCC Highways maintenance payment  £835 
Meeting room hire   £798 
Feed in tariff (Town hall)   £347 

TOTAL   £321,077
 

In addition, the Council received grants/donations from:

Stroud District Council Market Towns Funding  £13,325 
Barnwood Trust (Old Chapel Garden)   £5,250 
In Bloom donations    £2,392
Goodwill donations    £493 

TOTAL    £21,460 

The Council made grants to:

Share and Repair (start up in High Street premises)  £2,000
Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Warden service  £250
Bandit Music Projects    £500
Stonehouse Allotment Association (toilet   £250
PSALMS (equipment Club Pulse)    £500
St Cyr’s Church (churchyard maintenance)   £499
Standish Parish Council

(bus shelter Horsemarling Roundabout)     £700
Royal British Legion (Poppy Appeal)    £20
Stonehouse Community Association
(Lunch Club room hire)    £120

TOTAL    £4839

The Council’s financial statements for 2019-20 will be available 
on the Council’s website following audit and during the 
inspection period. 

We continue to work as a Quality Award Council by continuing 
best practice in the sector. Since April 2019, we have moved 
to a 2 committee structure: the Town Business committee and 
Town Environment committee meet monthly replacing three 
other committees. This has helped to speed up decision making 
and make best use of resources. 

Report of the Town Business Committee 

The Committee, chaired by Councillor Neil Gibbs, has reviewed 
and revised council policies and scrutinised the council’s 
finances. The Committee is responsible for the Town Hall 
and Youth Centre and ongoing council strategy content and 
direction. The Committee has supported councillors and staff 
to undertake training to maintain standards and expertise. 
The Town Clerk is undertaking the Certificate in Local Council 
Administration training. Councillor training has included 
attendance on ‘How to be an Effective Councillor’ in addition 
to attending useful informative seminars on dealing with the 
Coronavirus, the route to helping businesses return to the High 
street etc. The Maintenance Manager has received training on 
Legionella and Health and Safety.

The Committee checks the draft budget and precept request 
before it is presented to Council. The Council has made an 
allowance for an increase in salary costs, youth services and 
town regeneration. 

  2019/20 2020/21

Staffing 121,700 138,723
Grants 5,250  15,000
Climate 0  7,000
Business  165,730 166,780
Environment 24,000 30,300
Contingency 6,200  0

Gross Expenditure 322,880 357,803

Income and Use of Reserves -20,080 -18,230

Precept 302,800 339,573

For a comparison of the precept with that of other parishes 
please see your council tax bill or visit our website www.
stonehousetowncouncil.com/preceptcomparisons.

This year the Committee has
• Worked on details of lease with Gloucestershire County    
 Council for co-location of the library with the town council  
 offices and provision of temporary premises for Town Council   
 staff during the refurbishment and conversion of the Town Hall.
• Continued to move forward the planning application    
for a community hall funded by housing at Oldends Lane,    
 commissioning reports as required by Stroud District Council  
 Planning Services.
• Worked with The Door to deliver a youth club in the door and  
 supported more outreach work from the Door Staff. Worked   
 closely with SDC on the Youth Forum for Stonehouse. 
• Working on Council Strategy and Action Plan and policies   
 including employment policies and a Staff Handbook.   
• Recommended adoption of revised Financial Regulations and  
 Code of Conduct; also, Grant award and Risk Management   
 policies.
• Recommended the adoption of a Climate Change Action Plan.
• Allocated funding for a tree planting programme on Council land.
• Adopted a new approach to managing green spaces to    
 increase biodiversity.
• Facilitated a programme of improvement work to the old   
 Chapel Garden by acting as Lead Agency for grant funding   
 from the Barnwood Trust.
• Recommended the purchase of a financial and asset
 management IT system to improve and modernise council   
 processes.

The Committee is assisted by the Town Clerk/RFO, and the 
Communications and Facilities Officer.
 
The Human Resources Sub–Committee. Internal Audit Panel 
and the following working groups report to this committee: 
Business Networking, Canal Rejuvenation, Climate Action, 
Communications, Policy, Recreation, Youth.

Report of the Town Environment Committee

The Committee, chaired by Councillor Carol Kambites, has 
considered 99 planning applications during the year: the 
Council is a statutory consultee in the planning process but 
does not decide applications.

In 2019/2020 the Committee has:

• Supported the work of Stonehouse in Bloom as they     
 prepared for the national competition in 2020, having won   
 Gold and Small Town Category in the Heart of England in   
 Bloom competition in 2019.
• The Events Group together with volunteers from the     
 community put on a successful Goodwill Evening which the   
 Town Council supported financially. 
• Lobbied to keep the re-opening of Bristol Road Station on
 the agenda of key decision makers, holding a stakeholder   
 event at Stonehouse Court Hotel in March and making an   
 application to the Department for Transport Restoring Your   
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 Railway Fund.
• Through the Transport and Highways working group, liaising
 with Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Highways    
 local Transport Manager on a range of issues including: the   
 resurfacing of the shared space after the incinerator cable
 installation, parking changes on the High Street and     
 supporting a proposal for a priority assessment for a School   
 Safety Zone by the Shrubberies School
• Lobbied for GCC to refurbish bus stops outside SFK and at   
 Foxes Field, Ebley Road. The Town Council have now taken   
 on ownership of these two shelters and a new shelter opposite  
 SFK. Arranged for cleaning of town centre bus shelters now in  
 Town Council’s ownership.
• Recommended the adoption of two BT phone boxes.
• Responded to consultations as received from Stroud District  
 (Street Trading Policy, Governance Review. Draft Local    
 Plan),Gloucestershire County Council (Draft Local Transport  
 plan), Cotswold Canals Connected.
• Responded to pre-application planning consultations relating  
 to Wycliffe College and land at Queens Road.
• Started to plan reviewing the Stonehouse Neighbourhood   
 Plan, including possible changes in relation to the Ship Inn
 site. The Plan has now been “made” by Stroud District    
 Council and now forms a key part in the planning process. 
• Supported grant application to Gloucestershire CPRE to   
 fund replacement ash trees.
• Agreed to join Stroud District Road Safety Group and arrange  
 for their mobile Vehicle Activated Sign to be temporarily   
 placed at Oldends Lane.
• Agreed to become a local council charter branch of the Tree   
 Charter.
• Agreed to set up Happy to Chat benches around the town.

The Committee is supported by the Deputy Clerk. The Deputy 
Clerk also supports the Town Council beyond the scope of the 
Environment Committee, assisting the Locum Town Clerk and 
Locum Responsible Financial Officer from April to September 
2020 and then the new Town Clerk. A key task this year involved 
establishing the Town Council on electronic banking so that most 
payments could be made by transfer rather than cheque. 

The following working groups report to the Town Environment 
Committee: Events, Transport and Highways.
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Stonehouse
celebrates

Unfortunately the planned Stonehouse May VE Day main event celebration in Laburnum Park had 
to be cancelled due to Covid-19. However, the support and commitment to the event offered from 
residents, businesses and organisations was brilliant. I would like to thank the following for their 

support and contribution, and acknowledge what was achieved before and during lockdown below.

Craft activities
Flower making sessions. One at APT for the general public and one at Regency Retirement Home.

Organisations contacted and taking part:
Mother’s Union, Rotary Club, Royal British Legion, Fair Shares (providing mini-bus and driver), 

Methodist Church Youth Club (making flags and flowers), Army Cadets (making flags/helping on day), 
Scouts & Brownies, History Group, Share & Repair (making 75th wooden sign), Bay Tree Café, 

The Chase – Stroud College (making a cake and flags)

Thanks to the following:
The Gateway Trust for providing a grant, Stonehouse Town Council for providing a grant and use of 
Laburnum Park, All Pulling Together for the use of their facilities, Linda Collazo who donated knitted 

bunting for the arena display (made by Joyce & Midge), Dorothy & Jean who live at Regency
Retirement Home for agreeing to be my poster girls, Park Junior School for loaning a May Pole, 

Stroud Wine Company for doing a great deal on wines for care home residents to enjoy on 8th May.

Business support
Most of the businesses and shops along Stonehouse High Street were visited and agreed to 

advertise the event and donate a prize for a raffle collection for Local Care Homes on the Day 
and to decorate their shop fronts.

Entertainment
We had a may pole dance teacher to run two sessions on the day and we had won an English 

Heritage Competition to have a Swing Band and dancers perform at the event.

Book of Memories
Several visits were made throughout January and February to both Regency Retirement Home and 
Moreton Hill Care home to gather memories of VE Day and WW2 from willing residents. Chris from

Fair Shares also collected memories to add to a booklet we were creating. I had managed to 
collect a fair few memories and will continue to produce this at a later stage in the Year.

Writing Competition
I continued with the Writing Competition having 19 entrants across 3 ages groups. All entrants 
received a certificate and the winners have agreed to have their entry included in the Memories 

Booklet. The 3 Judges were from the community ranging from 18-63 years old. 
Results were: 11-12 yr old 1st Tamsin Meek, 2nd Fred Zanker, 3rd Ruby Tombs. 13-14 yr olds: 

1st Georgie Knight, 2nd Lennon Cooper 3rd Euan Cheeseman. Adults: 1st Shaun Wilson. 
There were several commended entries as well, notably Tom Spencer.

Displays
Stonehouse residents were encouraged to put up displays in their own gardens and just before the 
event over 180 residents wished Jean, who was 92 on Easter Sunday and has lived in Stonehouse 
most of her life, well wishes for her Birthday through Facebook messaging. I made the messages 

into a card for her (photo left).

Refreshments delivery
On the Day, I delivered a box of refreshments including wines, cordials, chocolates, bunting and 
special commemorative flags and VE Day laminated poem to Moreton Hill Care Home, The Elms 

and Regency Retirement Home. They were much appreciated!
Wendy Thompson - Event Organiser

VE DayAnnual Report 2019-2020

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday 8:30am - 4pm
Sunday 9am - 1pm

CALL 01453 824753
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Improving biodiversity
This year Stonehouse Town Council will be creating more 
habitat and encouraging increased biodiversity around the town 
through a new management regime in some of its open spaces.
 
Some carefully-selected sections of grass in the parks at 
Meadow Road, Laburnum Walk and Oldends Lane will be left to 
grow longer than usual over the summer months before being 
cut as normal in the autumn. This is good news for the bees 
and other insects and pollinators and helps the council’s local 
efforts to tackle the global ecological crisis. In addition, this 
new management regime will significantly reduce the amount 
of mowing required every year, helping to reduce emissions 
and fuel usage and contributing towards the council’s climate 
change targets. The new meadow areas will be marked out 
with blue hearts in keeping with the national Blue Campaign: 
https://bluecampaignhub.com/
 
Councillor John Parker, Chair of the Stonehouse Community 
Climate Action Forum, said “it is going to be fantastic to 
watch these areas develop over the next few months to see 
what wildflowers emerge and how the community, and wildlife, 
of Stonehouse will benefit. The new urban meadows will be 
beautiful to look at and great for the environment, and I hope 
everyone enjoys them.” 

Stonehouse after Covid
As someone who is shielding, I’ve found the Covid-19 outbreak 
pretty frustrating and it must have been devastating for many of 
our Stonehouse businesses.

But there have been some good things. At the top of my list 
I would put the way the community has pulled together, with 
those who can get out helping and supporting those who can’t. 
But I would also include less traffic, less noise and more wildlife 
in my list of positives. 

With lockdown being relaxed, I’m wondering how many of those 
things we can keep, not forgetting that we are also facing a 
climate crisis. I’m hoping that we can make more space for 

cycling and walking so people can chose not to use their cars 
for short journeys, reducing our carbon emissions as well as 
making life more pleasant.

I’m also hoping that people will carry on pulling together and will 
support our local businesses by shopping locally whenever they 
can. This is more important than ever as businesses struggle 
to reopen within social distancing guidelines. The Town Council 
would welcome ideas on how to encourage people to use our 
Town Centre at this critical time.

Carol Kambites - Deputy Mayor

Stonehouse Town Council  T: 01453 822070  E: customerservices@stonehousetowncouncil.com

Council corner
A station at Stonehouse 
Bristol Road?
A station at Stonehouse Bristol Road would provide a direct rail 
link to Bristol for Stonehouse and around 60,000 people who live in 
the Stroud Valleys area. As Bob Crockford of Rail Future outlined 
in the last issue of Stonehouse News, the station would help 
people access work, education, social and leisure opportunities. 
With a climate emergency and more housing and employment 
space being built and planned in the area, now is the time to re-
open the station.

Stonehouse Town Council and Rail Future submitted a bid, 
sponsored by Siobhan Baillie MP, to the Department for 
Transport’s Restoring your Railway Fund in March. Although we 
were not awarded funding in the first round, the Department for 
Transport agree that the proposal to re-open Bristol Road has 
potential benefits and are advising us on how to improve our bid. 
Attracting interest in the proposal at a national level is a significant 

milestone and we look 
forward to working with 
local partners to move 
this project forward.

Stonehouse Town 
Council held a meeting 
with stakeholders in 
the Bristol Road station 
proposal in early March 
at Stonehouse Court 
Hotel. With both the 
Local Plan and Local 
Transport Plan under 
review the time was right to make the case for a re-opened station. 
Representatives from Stroud District Council, Gloucestershire 
County Council, GFirstLEP (Gloucestershire Local Economic 
Partnership), Business West, local businesses and Cam and 
Dursley Transportation Group came to hear presentations from 
Councillor Theresa Watt, Robert Crockford, Rail Future and Sarah 
Brewster, Director of Stonehouse Court Hotel, on the benefits of 
re-opening the station.

We need your ideas
The Town Council has adopted 
two phone boxes from BT, one on 
Gloucester Road and the other at 
Haven Avenue. BT have removed 
the payphones.

A member of Stonehouse In 
Bloom has offered to convert the 
Gloucester Road phone box into 
a mini garden, with plants and 
gardening tips on display. 

We are looking for ideas 
for the phone box at Haven 
Avenue. Please complete the 
online or Word Document 
survey by going to www.
stonehousetowncouncil.com/
news. You can also e-mail your 
ideas to customerservices@
stonehousetowncouncil.com. 

Former BT phone boxes have been given many uses: to house 
defibrillators, book exchanges, for plants, art displays and local 
history information. We would also like to hear from any groups able 
to help look after the phone box in the future; the Town Council will 
maintain the boxes but we would like help managing the contents.

Play Gloucestershire working with All Pulling Together have 
plans for a phone box they adopted on Severn Road.

CLASSIC to CONTEMPORARY • MODERN to TRADITIONAL

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

visit our website: www.sarahjanekitchens.co.uk or send us an email: info@sarahjanekitchens.co.uk   

1 Regent Street, 
Stonehouse, Glos. 
GL10 2AA

Kitchen Stori  •  1909 Kitchens  •  Aisling  •  Second Nature  •  Chippendale  •  Burbidge  •  Made to Measuresuppliers of: plus many more

01453 828866Call today for a 
FREE no obligation 
quotation

Please ensure you book a time slot 
before you visit us. Thank you.

COVID-19 
Safeguarding:

Showroom re-opening Tuesday 16th June2020A  d a t e  f o r  y o u r  d i a r y . . .



www.stonehousetowncouncil.com

stonehouse town council 
information
Contact us

Stonehouse Town Council
Town Hall
High Street
Stonehouse
GL10 2NG
T: 01453 822070

Town Clerk: Carlos Novoth
E: townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Deputy Clerk: Rachel Russell
E: deputyclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Customer Services:
E: customerservices@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Facilities & Communications Co-ordinator: Jayne Bailey
E: comms@stonehousetowncouncil.com

Visit stonehousetowncouncil.com
Facebook - Stonehouse Town Council
Twitter @StonehouseTC

Opening hours (subject to change due to Covid-19)
At time of going to press please only contact the Council Office 
via phone/email Mon-Fri (except Wed) 9:30-12:30. 
Check our website for up-to-date information.

Forthcoming meetings

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, meetings between 17th 
March and 24th April were postponed. Operational decisions 
were taken by the Town Clerk using the Scheme of Delegation 
and in consultation with the Council’s Chair and Vice Chair. 
Please see the decision log for a record of all decisions taken.

The first virtual meeting of the Full Town Council took place on 
Monday 27th April at 7pm via Microsoft Teams. Virtual meetings 
of the Town Environment Committee began on 22nd June.
Town Business Committee meetings are currently suspended.

FULL TOWN COUNCIL - 6th July

TOWN ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE - 20th July

To attend a virtual meeting, email the Town Clerk at 
townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com or phone 
01453 822070 no later than 6pm on the day of the meeting.

Stonehouse Town Council has cancelled the Annual Parish 
meeting. Due to the current circumstances, local councils are 
not required to hold this meeting. The Civic Awards for 2020 
have therefore also been postponed.
For all meeting Agendas and Minutes please go to 
our website stonehousetowncouncil.com 

Event and news information is accurate at the time of printing. Please check details before 
attending. Stonehouse Town Council reserves the right to close its offices and to change or 
cancel events without prior notice. Stonehouse Town Council does not endorse the content 
of advertisements in this publication. © Stonehouse Town Council 2020. Stonehouse News 
is designed and produced by Jo Byrne - jomewcreative.com and printed by MDL Kelex Ltd.

Your Councillors

Town Councillors - stonehousetowncouncil.com

Stonehouse Ward
Gwen Atkinson    01453 827083
Leigh Binns   07794 205085
Deborah Curtis    01453 825965
Michael Davis    01453 350689
Neil Gibbs (Chair)    01453 828430
Tim Jackson   01453 827058
Carol Kambites (Vice Chair)   01453 827929
John Parker   07971 797782
Kevin Parsons    07723 307165
Sally Pickering    01453 824654
Jennie Smith     07557 963491 
Pam Swain    01453 822998 
David Thorpe   01453 821387
Theresa Watt   01453 821428

Town Councillors can be contacted via email using Councillor then 
their surname eg. councillorwatt@stonehousetowncouncil.com

 

District Councillors - stroud.gov.uk
Chris Brine    01453 825917
cllr.chris.brine@stroud.gov.uk
Gary Powell    01453 826527
cllr.gary.powell@stroud.gov.uk
Mrs. Mattie Ross    01453 826587
cllr.mattie.ross@stroud.gov.uk

County Councillor - gloucestershire.gov.uk
Lesley Williams    01453 791277
lesley.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament - parliament.uk
Siobhan Baillie    020 7219 3000
siobhan.baillie.mp@parliament.uk

Coronavirus
HELPLINE

01453 822070
9:30am-3:30pm Mon-Fri


